
 

 

 
Teenage boys are being targeted every day through gaming platforms and other 
apps that appear harmless and “friendly.” What begins as an ordinary conversation quickly becomes 
something far more calculated. 
 
The predator often pretends to be a boy in the same grade. He carefully studies how teenagers talk and 
presents himself as relatable — sharing similar interests, favorite games, sports teams, music, or school 
frustrations. He uses humor. He builds easy conversation. He creates the illusion of common ground. 
 
The connection feels natural. 
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Over time, trust is intentionally cultivated. Private messages replace public chats. Conversations become 
more personal. Once the boy feels safe, the requests begin. At first, it seems innocent. “Send me a 
picture of you.” 
 
A simple headshot. 
 
Then a full-body picture. 
 
As the false friendship deepens, the tone subtly shifts. The predator normalizes increasingly personal 
exchanges, reassuring the boy that it’s harmless and private. Eventually, he asks for a compromising image. 
By the time that request is made, the relationship feels established. The trust feels real. 
 
And that is exactly how the trap is set. 
 
Parents and grandparents need to understand what happens next. 
 
The moment a predator receives a compromising image, everything changes. The friendliness 
disappears. The manipulation begins. This is sextortion. 

The predator immediately turns the image 
into a weapon. He threatens to send it to 
classmates, teammates, teachers, and 
friends. Often, the most powerful threat is 
this: “I will send it to your parents.” 
 
Sometimes money is demanded. 
Sometimes, more explicit images are 
required. The message is relentless — 
comply, or your world will be exposed. 
Even if a boy gives in to the demands, it 
does not end. The harassment continues. 
There is always another threat, another 
demand, another payment. 
 
The predator’s goal is control, and fear is 
the tool. 
 
Many boys do not tell their parents. They 
are overwhelmed with shame. They are 
terrified of disappointment. They believe 
they have made a mistake so devastating 
that their reputation — and their family’s 
trust — will never recover. In that isolation, 
fear grows. 
 
Tragically, some boys in this situation have 

taken their own lives because they believed the humiliation would be unbearable. In their panic, they 
could not see a way out. They could not see that the threats are often empty. They could not see that 
they were victims of a crime. 

  

 



 
Parents must know: shame and silence are the predator’s greatest weapons. Open conversation, steady 
reassurance, and immediate action can save a child’s life. 

  

 
This is why we cannot afford silence. 
 
As parents, we must move from awareness to action. Predators thrive in secrecy, 
but protection grows in community. No family should navigate this alone. 
 
We are reminding parents and grandparents to safeguard teenagers against online predators by 
having open conversations, actively supervising online activity, and providing immediate support if a 
child is targeted. Please read and use the resources provided below. 
 
When parents and grandparents stand together, shame loses its power. When children know they will be 
met with protection instead of punishment, they are far more likely to speak up. 
 
This is not about control. It is about covering our children with courage, vigilance, and 
unwavering love. 
 
Let us be the safe place they run to — not the reason they stay silent.  
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